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Prayer  rallies  rolling  into  February 

*£•  high  Pfiest'y  Pr»yer  _  Archie  Herrin,  missions  director  for 

Associate  Editor _  John  17:21  that  we  all  may  be  one.  I  Tri-County  Association  in  Columbia. 

c=  ..  _  .  . .  believe  we  are  experiencing  the  fulfill-  was  equally  as  enthusiastic.  '1  just  feel 

r^stasaSSfa;.. 


i»«*u.  vui  vi  use  uucc  rallies  (in  Tri- 
County  Association),  there  are  1,260  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  made  commitments  to 
pray  dailv  —  and  there  are  a  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  haven't  turned  in  cards  yet. 

"There  is  a  seme  of  expectancy  mat  God 
is  going  to  honor  our  prayers.  We  expect  that 
He  is  going  to  do  things  in  our  association. 
For  instance,  we  are  looking  toward  starting 
an  African-American  ministry  and  a 
Hispanic  ministry  coming  as  an  outgrowth 
of  some  of  our  prayers.  I'm  overwhelmed  at 
how  our  churches  have  responded.  I've  been 
asked  to  lead  in  some  of  die  commitment 
services  at  our  churches." 

'In  every  prayer  rally  thus  far;  I  have 
heard  people  praying  tor  revival,"*  said 
Stone.  We  may  very  well  see  the  unfold¬ 
ing  of  2  Chronicles  7:141n  Mississippi." 

"This  is  becoming  so  much  more  than 


Liberty,  Meadvillc  and  hfatchez,  through  tfu 
the  rallies  on  January  25  in  Canton,  of 
Raymond,  Jackson,  and  Breuidon,  thou-  m 
sands  of  people  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
to  gather  on  courthouse  lawns,  in  church  do 
buildings,  in  dty  parks,  and  other  venues,  wi 
February  is  next  on  the  agenda  as  the  Hi 
three-month  goal  of  conductinj 
Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer 


Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer  rally  in  Hundreds  attended  the  rallies  in 
each  of  Mississippi  s  counties  rolls  on.  Cleveland,  Indianola,  and  Greenwood 
Counties  with  two  county  seats  will  "Given  die  day  and  the  rain,  the  rallies  went 
have  multiple  rallies  for  a  total  of  90  ral-  very,  very  well,"  said  Tommy  Williamson, 
lies  statewide  by  the  <m*j*March  missions  director  for  Mid-Deita  Association 

As  I  tell  people,  CiQRfK  not  overly  in  Cleveland.  "All  of  our  pastors  were 
impressed  with  us  JUjEj^aUAg  the  drum  pleased  with  it  There  was  a  great  response 
M\d  getting  crowd^Jfeethetr  said  Jim  with  people  asking  for  the  pins.  For  our 
■  '  executiye®*TjeCtor  of  the  county  commissioners  and  some  of  our 
Baptist  Convention  Board  supervisors,  this  was  a  new  idea  for  them. 

(MBCB)  in  Jackson.  "What  is  amazing  to  They  really  did  enjoy  the  event" 

me  is  that  crowds  come  in  20-degree  Williamson  said  a  Methodist  pastor  in  _ 

weather  and  30-mile-per-hottr  winds,  or  Sunflower  County  told  him,  "This  is  wad  Put 
stand  in  Bolivar  County  at  ten  o'clock  in  wonderful.  We  need  to  get  in  on  this.''  rally,  b 
the  morning  m-tte  drtahng  rata,  and  JY*  gave  him  a  pta  and  a  card,"  said  spr4ds 
they  are  there  in  the  cold  and  wet  for  this  Williamson,  "and  well  do  some  foUoiv  up."  fhe  rip 
event,  and  everywhere  we  go,  people  say,  Williamson  also  said,  "There  was  a  sense  dav,  a  t 
Thank  you  for  coming.  We  need  this.'  of  excitement  and  even  of  awe.  There  was  a 
“One  person  said,  I  think  there  is  a  sense  of  challenge  —  that  people  would  For  t 
tremendous  hunger  ta  people  across  the  step  iro  to  the  plate  and  pray.  Several  of  the  Mississii 
told,  and  especially  in  Mississippi  for  a  churches  I  spoke  to  Sunday  said,  "We  local  ft 
dianoe  to  say  'God,  we  need  you.  That's  the  missed  the  rally  but  we  want  pins  and  we  wumr.ml 
reason  people  are  coming  to  these  rallies."  want  to  commit  to  being  part  of  this.'  Assodat; 

*  tere  is  a  spirit  of  oneness'  that  has  "I  find  the  spirit  of  It  just  growing,  tional  mi 
permeated  each  prayer  rally,"  said  Steve  and  people  are  praying  for  Dr.  Futral  as  well 
Storm,  MBCB  associate  executive  direc-  am’  1  '  ‘  ”  *■  ‘ 

tor  for  church  growth  and  the  Covering  ev< 

Mississippi  in  Prayer  coordinator.  "Jesus 
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hampered  things  at  all. 
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Amazingly,  there  are  still  those 
among  us  who  would  defend  abor¬ 
tion  as  some  noble  cause  to  benefit 
both  a  woman  who  doesn't  want  a  child 
and  a  child  who  would  otherwise  be 
brought  into  an  overcrowded  and  inhu¬ 
mane  world.  Even  more  amazingly,  these 
same  people  hold  up  as  selfless  heroes 
the  butchers  masquerading  as  doctors 
who  would  perform  such  a  procedure  on 
a  desperate  woman  and  her 
defenseless  child. 

Those  people  never  met 
Kermit  Barron  Gosnell,  MD.  . 

When  authorities  raided 
Gosnell's  West  Philadelphia 
(Pa.)  abortion  clinic  in  a  search 
for  illegal  drug  activity,  they 
discovered  a  literal  shop  of  hor¬ 
rors.  Strewn  about  the  clinic 
amid  bloody  recliners  and 
unsanitary  equipment,  and 
clogging  nearly  every  drain  in 
the  building  were  human  body 
parts  —  mangled  pieces  of  unborn  babies,  actually  — 
iin  H.  in  various  stages  Of  decay. 

(IS  The  Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  Health, 

J  which  along  with  other  state  agencies  and  licensing 
tor  boards  had  been  sitting  on  complaints  about  Gosnell 

since  at  least  2001,  finally  sprung  into  action. 
Horrifying  doesn't  begin  to  describe  what  they  found. 

Gosnell  apparently  did  not  even  employ  a  nurse  at  the  clin¬ 
ic  for  long  stretches  of  time.  That  dian't  stop  the  abortions, 
however,  as  he  ordered  unqualified  and  unlicensed  employees 
to  administer  narcotics  ana  othef  drugs  to  the  mothers.  There 
are  allegations  that  he  allowed  those  same  employees  to  per¬ 
form  abortions  when  he  was  not  available. 

Gc  snell  is  also  alleged  to  have  delivered  full-term,  viable 
babies  and  then  severed  their  spinal  cords  with  a  pair  of  scis¬ 
sors.  He  is  alleged  to  have  evenbragged  to  one  employee  who 
had  just  witnessed  this  brutality  that  the  child  was  so  big  that 
he  "could  walk  me  to  the  bus  stop,"  For  some  twisted  reason 
known  only  to  Gosnell,  be  cut  off  the  feet  of  unborn  babies  and 
kept  them  in  jars  around  the  clinic. 


Gosnell  is  being  held  without  bail, 
charged  with  foe  deaths  of  one  adult 
woman  who  came  to  foe  clinic  for  an 
abortion,  and  seven  of  foe  babies  who 
died  after  their  spinal  cords  were  cut  in 
two  at  foe  clinic.  A  number  of  his  employ¬ 
ees  have  also  been  charged  with  offenses 


"baby  charnel  house."  The  grand  jury  also 
had  an  explanation  for  why  state  and  local 
regulators  had  ignored  years  of  complaints 
and  imports  of  abuse  at  foe  dinic  "..  .because 
the  women  in  question  were  poor  and  of 
colot  because  foe  victims  were  Wants  with¬ 
out  identities,  and  because  foe  subject  was 
foe  political  football  of  abortion." 


Gosnell  is  hardly  alone  among  the  fra¬ 
ternity  of  abortion  providers.  Since  abor¬ 
tion  during  all  nine  months  of  gestation 
was  legalized  by  foe  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
in  1973,  there  have  been  thousands  of 
reports  of  filthy  clinics,  violations  of  fed¬ 
eral  and  state  laws,  barbaric  acts  committed  on  both  mother 
and  child,  abortions  performed  on  minors  without  parental 
permission,  mistreatment  of  children  born  alive  during  botched 
abortions,  unqualified  employees  perforating  foe  mother's 
internal  organs  with  sharp  instruments,  and  foe  coverup  of 
questionable  deaths,  to  name  only  a  few  of  the  outrages. 

In  many  abortion  clinics,  there  is  a  disassembly  line  in  place 
where  freshly  aborted  babies  are  handed  over  to  employees  of  a 
third  party  company  to  be  dissected  and  sold  for  their  body 
parts:  The  ABC  television  network  news  show  20/20  several 
years  ago  exposed  just  such  an  operation,  called  Opening  Lines, 


perfect 


•oliticians  with  perfect 
convince  us  since  the 


tors  are  a  misunderstood  and  persecuted  lot. 

Dosi't  believe  it.  Kermit  Barron  Gosnell,  and  thousands  like 
him,  are  living  proof  that  it  isn't  true.  Just  open  your  eyes. 


Send  changes  at  address  ter  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Bax  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530* 

Send  news, ^communication,  and 
address  changes  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

TH:  (601)  968-3800 
Fax:  (601)  292-3330 
E-mail:  baptistrecord0mbcb.org 


This  past  Sunday  was 
Sanctity  of  Human  Life 
Sunday  for  many  churches 
in  America.  While  it  is  something 

advrcate'1for  other^people  to 
respond  to  and  make  moral 
choices  accordingly,  foe  moment 
of  choice  is  very  rarely  in  our 
own  hands. 

I  had  that  moment. 

I  was  outside  playing  with  foe 
dog  and  my  husband  Joe  was 
doing  housework  on’Oct.  11  last 

E' ten  the  home  phone  rang, 
ned  foe  back  door  and 
me  the  second  handset 
as  he  held  foe  first,  and  said,  "It's 
our  adoption  agent  Mary." 

_ My  heart  stopped.  On  Aug. 

10,  we  had  accepted  a  referral  for 
a  set  of  twin  giris  in  Russia  that 
were  a  year  old.  We  were  only 
about  three  weeks  from  traveling 
to  St  Petersburg  to  meet  them 
for  the  first  time 

Mary  said,  "The  girls  were 
taken  to  a  pediatrician  for 


Guest  Opinion: 

When  the  decision 
was  mine ... 

By  Joanna  Miley  King 
Hattiesburg 


pediatricians  or  specialists.  Talk 
to  your  social  worker  and  then 
you  can  let  us  know  what  you 
want  to  do." 

"What  do  you  mean,  what  we 
want  to  do?"  I  asked. 

*TSu eav  ask  for  a  new  refer¬ 
ral  if  you  want  to  wait  for  anoth¬ 
er  set  of  siblings,"  Mary  said,  "or 
you  can  just  take  CHga.  The  min¬ 
istry  of  education  will  probably 
separate  foe  gtrts'  registrations 
so  at  least  Olga  wffl  have  a 
dance  at  a  normal  life,  because  a 
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taken  to  a  pediatrician  for  chance  at  a  normal  life,  because  a 
checkups.  Olga  checked  dot  Russian  family  wffl  not  adopt  a 
fine  but  Diana  is  still  so  behind  child  with  special  needs.  Or  vou 

4 Uni  i-L. _ _ k-t _ .1  *  «  .1  „  J 


to  what  would  happen  ifshe 
were  with  a  family,  Mary  said. 

So  here  was  our  moment  of 
choice.  Take  the  healthy  one,  take 
them  body,  or  wait  tor  a  new 

refaraL  Joe  ancLT  ^at  nrr  foe 

couch,  and  I  cried  while  he 
prayed  for  foe  courage  to  do 
what  we  knew  in  our  hearts  was 
right  by  God's  Word  and  by  our 
own  convictions. 

Had  we  been  pregnant  and 
heard  this  news,  we'd  see  that 


developmental^  that  they  did 
some  further  tests  with  hen  and 
they  think  she  has  cerebral 
palsy.  There's  no  way  of  know¬ 
ing  as  young  as  she  is  how 
severe  this  is  going  to  be,  and 
how  it  is  going  to  affect  her  in 
the  long  run." 

"Take  some  time.  Take  a 
week  to  think  about  it,  to  talk  to 
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can  take  diem  both." 

My  interpretation  of  what  she 
was  saying  was  that  if  the  girls 

were  going  to  get  to  stay  togeth¬ 
er  we  were  their  only  chance. 
Otherwise,  they  would  be  sepa¬ 
rated.  Mary  told  me  not  to  feel 
guilty  if  we  chore  to  only  take 
Olga,  because  Diana  would  get 
great  care. 


needed  to  thrive  to  her  tolW 
potential.  Our  decision  was 
made  immediately.  The  prayers 
and  thoughts  that  came  after  that 
phone  call  with  Mary  were  for 
courage,  for  provision,  for 
understanding  of  people  who 
would  be  involved  in  her  care. 

After  four  weeks  of  visits, 
court  appointments,  and  paper¬ 


work  being  filled  gut  in  Russia, 
we  came  back  to  our  hotel  room 
in  Moscow  after  our  exit  inter¬ 
view  at  foe  U5.  Embassy.  It  was 
nap  time  for  foe  giris,  and  I  held 
a  sleepy  Russian  princess  in  my 
arms.  Diana,  now  Anna  Claire, 
nestled  into  foe  crook  of  my 
elbow  and  pulled  her  little  balled 
up  hand  toher  face  as  she  dosed 
her  eyes  to  sleep. 

I  sat  by  foe  window  watching 
snow  fall,  and  let  the  tears  flow 
freely.  Joe  walked  over  and 
touched  my  shoulder.  "Is  every¬ 
thing  OK?*  lie  asked. 

"We  could  have  missed 
this,"  I  said. 

By  foe  grace  of  God,  the 
prayers  of  His  people,  and  the 
guidance  of  His  Word,  we  didr,  t. 
We  jumped  in  courageously  to 
accept  foe  chance  to  love  a  little 
girl  who  may  take  more  effort, 
more  money,  more  time,  and 
more  patience  to  raise  because 
we  believed  her  life,  like  the 
life  of  all  children,  of  all  senior 
adtrhs,— of-  all  marginalized  - 
people,  is  precious  to  her 
Heavenly  Father 

She's  pretty  precious  to  us, 
too.  v 

King  is  a  music  teacher  in  the 
Lamar  County  School  System. 
Her  husband  foe  is  student  minis¬ 
ter  at  Immanuel  Church  in 
Hattiesburg.  Visit  their  website  at 
www.lovelylUtlefootsteps.com 
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Gospel  may  prosper  because  of  SUdan  vote 

NAIROBI,  Kenya  (BP)  —  small  villages,  dirt 

\eaiis  44,  ot  the  southern  roads,  lark  of  educa-  Kl  *  ,t jjMBMfetok,-  „  Mb 
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to  vote  but  AWAITING  NEWS  — This  young  boy,  a  member  of  tl 
asked  the  Sudan,  doesn't  yet  understand  the  historic  events  swirlii 
questions  he  might  become  a  citizen  of  the  world's  newest  nation, 
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Super'  ministries 

ARLINGTON,  Texas  (BP  and  local  reports)  —  Several 

IwHiliiMMIKlMMffiaiBMg  ''  '  Ians  to 

Dallas 


Jesus  Christ 

Requests  the  ~  • 
%  Honor  pf 
Your 

\  Presence 
in  Heaven1 


bring  the  message  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  flock  to  fUL _ 

area  for  foe  week  of  Super  Bawl  XLV.  The  final  championship 
games  to  determine  who  will  play  in  this  year's  Super  Bowl  were 
settled  January  23,  with  foe  Pittsburg  Steelers  defeating  foe  New 
York  Jets  and  foe  Green  Bay  Packers  tapping  foe  Chicago  Bears. 
Arguably  foe  worlds,  greatest  single-game.  spoSsewntnhe 
Super  Bowl's  45th  contest  to  be  played  Feb.  6  at  Cowboys 
~StadRtnrrin  Arlington,  is  expected  to  draw -nearly  150,000  visitors 
to  Dallas-Fort  Worth.  The  Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  Convention, 
along  with  foe  North  American  Mission  Board,  Baptist  Genera) 
Convention  of  Texas,  Tarrant  Baptist  Association  and  Dallas 
Baptist  Association  are  joining  foeoes  in  "Reach  45:  The  Big  Game 
Evangelism  Project"  (on  the  Web  at  wwwread>45.oam).  Included 
in  foe  Reach  45  events  are:  3  ' '  '*  3  - 

•  A  Million-Card  Giveaway  in  conjunction  with  foe  I  Am 
Second  oiganizatian  on  foe  weekend  of  foe  Super  Bowl.  (I  Am 
Second  is  on  foe  Web  at  wwwiamsecond.com  and  on  Faoebook 
at  wwwfaoebook.com  /iam2nd. ) 

•  I  Am  Second  church-tased  discussion  groups  (see  I  Am 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
loith  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
G  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

«•  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  G 


three  sons,  have  ministered  to  ken  by  foe  people  in  their  lan- 
the  Toposa  for  nearly  two  years.  guage,"  Shannon  said.  "That 
They  nave  relied  solely  on  oral  is  very  exciting." 
presentations  of  foe  Gospel,  If  a  new  nation  is  estab- 
using  methods  like  cforonologi-  fished,  the  Lewises  hope  it 
cal  Bible  storying  for  evange-  will  open  the  door  to  a  rapid 
lism  and  disopleship.  expansion  of  evangelism  and 

The  Toposa  stay  busy  dur-  church  planting.  "Pray  for  foe 
ing  foe  day  tending  to  cattle  whole  country  of  Sudan," 
and  gardens,  so  the  Lewises  Shannon  said,  "that  God  will 
usually  visit  people  after  give  them  discernment  and 
dark,  when  villagers  have  fin-  that  there  will  come  forth 
ished  work  and  their  evening  leaders  that  can  move  the 
meal.  "That's  the  time  fami-  country  forward  in  the  next 
lies  can  gather  together  wifo  steps  after  the  referendum."  — 


les  m  Action  Super  Bowl  breakfast 
st  Church  in  Euless,  said  church 
ite  in  foe  Million-Card  Giveaway, 
immediately  before  and  after  foe 
s  of  the  stadium.  I  Am  Second,  an 


receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 


The  third  year  of  Mississippi  s  involvement  in  the  National  Fishers  of 
Men  tournament  kicks  off  at  Ross  Barnett  Reservoir  Feb.  3. 


_ "jBuf  as  many  as  received  him, 

to  them  lie gave  me  right  16  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


As  Operation  Desert  Shield  becomes  Operatkvy^esert  Storm, 
Southern  Baptist  chaplains  move  to  the  front  lines  of  comfort  and  conflict 
Before  the  battles  begin  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  chaplains  report  between  800 
and  1200  professions  of  faith  and  multiple  Bible  studies  started. 


January  27, 2011 


latthew  10:27  NAS 
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Staff  Changes 


Rl  \  IVALS  AND  HOMECOMINC 


Cl  \SSItlll)  Al)S 


Prayer  Points  - 
Praying  for  Self 

As  we  Cover  Mississippi  in 
Prayer,  we  encourage  you  to 
begin  your  prayer  time  each 
day  by  looking  at  yourself.  I 
am  not  encouraging  you  to 
just  dwell  on  what  you  want, 
what  you  need,  or  art  trying 
to  figure  out  how  you  can 
verbalize  to  Cod  what  He 
ought  to  be  doing  about 
some  dilemma.  Surely,  He 
cares  about  every  one  of  us 
and  He  cares  about  the 
depths  of  our  needs.  He 
cares  about  the  smallest 
things  in  our  lives,  hut  main-  there  is  a  mirror  on  the  wall  qurtet  different  and  here  is 
X.°Hr  focus  on  self  is  to  say,  down  there."  It  was  him,  it  where  we  begin  more  than 
Cjod^come  and  examine  my  was  them,  but  he  could  not  any  other  place  to  get  into 
heart.  As  the  Psalmist  said,  quite  figure  out  why  they  trouble.  We  may  not  want  to 
And  see  if  there  be  any  looked  so  old.  see  the  truth  about  ourselves 

wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  Sometimes  when  we  internally.  This  is  the  prob- 

VlJteiW,ay_5ver,astin«C  £eS*n  *°  look  •»  God  >«".  The  line  gets  blurred  in 
(Ps.  13*24).  Lord,  come  and  begins  to  reveal  things  about  our  own  thought  process, 
help  me  deal  with  the  things  us  that  we  may  not  see.  We  may  externally  show  one 


to  see  his  old  heart.  The 
doctor  could  not  think  of 
any  legitimate  reason  not 
to  and  so  he  went  in  and 
got  the  heart  that  was  in  a 
jar  with  formaldehyde.  He 
sat  it  down  on  the  desk  in 
front  of  his  patient.  As  the 
man  looked  at  the  heart 
Barnard  said  he  realized 
that  this  was  the  first  man 
in  all  of  history  to  look  at 
his  own  heart.  Of  course  it 
was  no  longer  beating  'or 
useful.  When  it  comes  to 
our  spiritual  dimension 
we  may  not  see  or  fully 
understand  the  internals  of 
what  is  taking  place  in  us. 
God  can  help  us  to  see  and 
clarify  what  is  taking  place. 


vVhat  l  teM  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 


ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


IBLIOCi 


JinrFutral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


TROWOPCWO 


WOJOSLSBQ  H  YSBQN 


CA  TRSJR  JHBBCM  IO 
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HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


ACLON,  ZOM  KD  RHLO 


QWHJO,  TROWOIE  TO 


'*4*4  fan 

m  prayer  ...  *  Acts  LM  KJV 


AHE  DOWLO 


HJJOUMHfZE 


TSMR 


mat  keep  me  , from  being  Others  may  see  them,  but  we  thing  and  internally  know  lerured? 
what  you  want  me  to  be.  do  not.  Sometimes  nobody  that  we  are  driven  by  a  dif-  thuSTto 

see*  them  but  they  are  there,  ferent  motivation  San  we  smdallo 
7%  needs  God  sees  die  distortions,  would  want  anybody  to  ing  in  a 
**  *«*•  ,£«*«  fl»ws,  and  die  sin  that  He  know.  We  want  to  cling  to  know  th 
blind  spots  in  all  of  us.  alone  can  turn  the  spotlight  what  we  have  said  or  done  yfcu  in  ti 
JT1  P?°ep'  on  and  reveal  to  us.  ^  externally  and  what  we  warn  £u 
tion  that  we  have  of  our-  Begin  praying  for  self  others  to  believe.  Intemallv  Him  a*? 
selves  as  opposed  to  others,  externally.  When  I  say  exter-  things  are  not  that  wa^aTau!  find  that 

tafldngafeut  the  tL  only  £ob£m  wSh 

as  we  are,  but  God  can  help,  connectedness  or  disconnect-  that  is  that  mere  are  two  Deo-  life  will 
torevea1  to  us  things  that  wr'edness  you  have  with  the  pie  w™  kn^  asLri^ 

need  to  work  on  and  things  world  around  you.  You  mav  One  is  the  Lord  and  the  nthX 


WOLOWOBJO 


QCNZE  POHW. 


Prayer  request  focus  for  participants  at  rallies 
and  for  yourself. 

1.  SELF 

.i  '''tf  • 

Search  me,  0  God,  and  know  my  heart:  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts:  And 
see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  wav  everlasting."  / 

~  ik,  lao.ia  ia  3  ° 


20 11  MBCB 
Emphasis 


ROIWOTD  MTOZLO 


Covering  MS 
in  Prayer 

Assodational 
Prayer  Rallies 


MTOBME-OSQRM 


Psalm  139:23-24 
'If  I  regard  iniquity  in  my  heart,  die  Lord  will  not  hear 


Psalm  6 6:18 


Hope  fun  with  cryptography  amt 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  Utter  substitution. 
The  same  Utter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week  s  puzzle:  Romans  Five:  One 


2.  SERVANTS 

,  .  '  •  ->s.  .  {"■••  •  -n..  vs 

"/  exhort  therefore,  that,  first  of  all,  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and 
giving  of  thanks,  be  made  for  all  men;  For  kings,  and  for  all  that  are  ir.  authori¬ 
ty:  that  we  rnay  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.” 

/  Timothy  2:1-2 

3.  SOULS 

"Neither  pray  1  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall  believe  on  me 

through  their  word . .  "John  1720 

“O  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  thou  Out  khkst  the  prophets,  and  sternest  them 
which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often  would  I  have  gathered  thy 
children  together,  even  as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her 
wings,  and  ye  would  not!  “  Matthew  2337 


first  bAWisT  church,  new 

ALBANY,  MS  is  seeking  u>  fill  the 
Organist  position.  Please  contact  the 
church  office  at  662-534-5812.  if 
you  are  interested. 

CAIVARY  IAFTIST  CHURCH 
BRAXTON,  MS  is  currently  accept¬ 
ing  resumes  for  a  bi-vocational 
Minister  of  Youth.  Please  send 
resumes  to:  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Youth  Search  Committee,  P.  O.  Box 
39044  or 


Braxton,  Ms. 


Mt.  Olive  Church,  Baldwyn,  has 

as  pastor  effective  Sept.  1,  20107h 
Mountain  College  and  is  original] 
shown  with  his  wife  April  and  df 


from  Corinth.  He 
ighter  Taylor. 


Stanton  Church,  Natchez:  Revival,  Feb 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m 
speaker;  Price  Harris,  music;  Steve  Purv 


6-9;  Sun.,  11 
;  Step  Marlin, 
s,  pastor. 


February  TO-  J 1,  201 1 
Morrison  Heights  BC 
Clinton,  Miss. 


7th  Annual 

SENIOR  ADULT  EVANGELISM  RALLY 
Tuesday,  February  1,  2011 
Northcrest  Baptist  Church,  Meridian - 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


CHURCH  MUSIC  CONFERENCE 


CLINTON,  MS  is  searching  for  a  part- 
time  bi-vocational  youth  minister. 
Please  send  resumes  to  pineview- 
bcebellsouth.net,  or  you  can  fax  to 
601-924-8378.  If  you  nave  any  ques¬ 
tions,  please  call  60 1-924-7677. 
FIRM  lAPIST  CHURCH  OCEAN 
SPRING,  MS  is  seeking  to  fill  the  full¬ 
time  position  of  Student  and  Adult 
Ofcapahlp  Minister.  Send  resumes  <x 
■Xfiiiies  to  foc05«fbcos.oqc  or  mail  to 
Rrst  Baptist  Church,  ATTN:  Search 
Committee,  602  Washington  Ave. 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  99564.  The  Church 


Special  Guests: 

Mickey  Bounds,  <Cajun  Pastor  from  Delhi,  La. 
Gary  Mayfield,  Mississippi  College,  Professor 
Tom  Crocker,  LifeWay  Consultant,  Nashville 
Music:  Larry  Black,  Richland 
Preacher:  Claude  King,  Nashville 


For  more  information : 

E-mail  gshows@mbcb.org 
or  dbrashier@mbcb.org 

CalM  -800-748-1 651  or 
601-292-3373. 


Church  Music  Department:  601-292-3267  or  palford9mbcb.org 
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THE  POLITICAL  ROADS  OF  MISSISSIPPI 

Pnrln  r 


By  Jimmy  Porter 

Miss.  Baptist  Christum  Action  Comm. 

Yogi  Berra,  a  former  catcher  of  the 
New  York  Yankees,  is  known  not  only 
for  his  prowess  on  the  baseball  held 
but  also  for  his  "Yogisms.'  One  such 
"Yogism"  states,  "When  you  come  to 


Yogism  states,  "When  you  come  to 
the  fork  in  the  roacl  take  it."  That 
statement  might  be  the  most  accurate 
assessment  of  the  state  of  politics  in 
Mississippi  and  in  our  nation. 

The  2011  Legislative  Session  is  bar¬ 
reling  full  steam  ahead,  tackling  such 
items  as  eminent  domain,  payday 
lending,  th*  budget,  pro-life  issues, 
immigration,  and  redistricting.  Early 
indication  is  thut  when  the  Senate  and 
the  House  come  to  a  fork  in  the  leg¬ 
islative  road,  one  takes  road  A  and  the 
other  takes  road  B. 

Have  vou  ridden  around  on  the 
back  roads  of  our  great  state?  I  have 

_ _ J  !«  • _ _ r _ .  .1  .  _ 


direct  folks  into  cotton  fields  and  dead 


ends  in  the  forest, 
but  she  tries  her  best 
to  navigate  the 
many  forks  in  the 
road,  as  do  our  legis¬ 
lators  who  try  to 
work  through  the 
thousands  of  bills 
that  come  their  way. 

Yes,  the  political 
process  is  much  like 
our  country  roads, 
rorter  They  are  many,  they 
are  winding,  and 
they  are  not  always  well  marked;  thus, 
they  are  confusing  at  best.  Each  legis¬ 
lator  feeL;  in  his/her  heart  they  know 
the  best  route  to  take  but  rarely  will 
everyone  agree.  Many  of  die  issues 
already  mentioned,  along  with  many 
more,  will  be  hammered  out  in  confer¬ 
ence  or  Just  die  from  a  lack  of  action. 

Nationally,  the  political  landscape  has 
changed  drastically  even  as  it  is  chang¬ 
ing  m  Mississippi.  The  House  of 
Representatives  is  now  controlled  by  the 
Republican  Party  and  they  are  trying  to 


minimize  the  effects  of  the  last  few  years 
of  a  Democratic  controlled  legislature. 

In  our  state  we  have  witnessed  a 
slight  change  in  party  numbers  as  sev¬ 
eral  have  switched  parties. 
Redistricting  is  going  to  cause  several 
more  changes,  and  it  will  be  several 
years  before  we  C'n  assess  the  impact 
of  these  changes. 

Twitter,  Face  book,  b.ngging,  texting, 
and  email  have  given  us  «urw  and  faster 


everyone  is  subject  to  scrutiny,  which 
often  is  unfair  but  here  to  stay. 

Therefore,  the  Christian  Action 
Commission  (CAC)  asks  you  to  stay 
informed.  Usually  there  is  important 
information  in  your  local  paper  and 
also  on  the  website  at  the  Capitol.  To 
watch  the  Senate  and  House  proceed¬ 
ings  live,  go  to 

http:  /  /billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/  and 
click  on  Live  Webcast.  From  there 
choose  Senate  or  House,  view  the 
schedule  for  the  day,  and  watch  debat¬ 
ing  and  voting  live. 


The  CAC  invites  you  to  contact  your 
state  elected  officials.  Go  to  our  website  at 
http://www.capwiz.com/christianac- 
tion/ issues /bills  to  view  bills  in  which  we 
are  most  interested.  Choose  a  bill  enter 
your  zip  code;  and  then  be  prompted  to 
write  and  send  your  message  via  e-maiL 
This  is  an  election  year  and  our 
Representatives  and  Senators  are  well 
aware  of  this.  Volatile  issues  that  can 
be  avoided  will  be.  That  is  not  to  say 
important  items  will  be  neglected, 
because  they  will  be  brought  up  and 
handled.  But  issues  that  raise  the  ire 
of  the  majority  of  voters  will  be  avoid¬ 
ed  if  at  all  possible. 


The  chi 
ful  to  our 


e  for  us  is  to  remain  faith- 
and  to  our  faith.  We  are 


to  be  the  best  citizen -possible  by  being 
informed  and  involved!  Please  do  not 
forget  to  pray  for  our  legislators.  Write 
mem  a  note  to  encourage  them  and  to 
thank  them  for  their  willingness  to  serve 
you  and  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  601-292- 
3332  or  at  jporterffchristianaction  .com. 


Paul  Nunnery,  former  Children's  Village  director,  dies  at  90 

WAnCTAT  /O _ *  tV  J  •  .1  a  x  .  ^  >  _ _  _  _  W 


MADSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
Paul  Nash  Nunnery,  Sr.,  90, 
re  irod  long-time  executive  direc- 
toi  nf  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village  in  Jackson,  died  January 
19  at his  home  in  Madison  after  a 
lengthy  illness.  Lakewood 
Funeral  Home  in  Jackson  was  in 


Nunnery  was  bom  in 
Washington  County  on 
December  11,  1920.  He 

attended  school  in  Areola  and 
graduated  from  Mississippi 
College  in  Clinton  in  1941. 
During  World  War  II,  he 


Learn  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats  low 
bank  rates  &  avoid  probate 


O'Mire  Financial 
1-800-844-3254 

406  I  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeiand,  MS  39157 


served  in  the  Army  Air  Corps 
in  Italy  and  North  Africa. 

After  his  discharge  from  mili¬ 
tary  service,  he  attended  foe 
Uritv.  of  Wisconsin  School  of  Law 
for  two  years  before  transferring 
to  the  Univ.  of  Mississippi  where 
he  earned  his  law  degree  in  1948 
and  began  foe  private  practice  of 
law  in  Hollandale. 

In  May  of  1946  he  married 
Dorothy  Evelyn  Ingram  of 
Cleveland.  They  were  married 
63  years  before  her  death  and 
made  their  home  in  Hollandale. 

Nunnery  was  elected  to  the 
board  of  directors  at  what  was 
then  foe  Baptist  Orphanage. 
Upon  the  retirement  of  his  pre¬ 
decessor  W.  G.  Mize  in  1960, 
Nunnery  was  asked  to  assume 
responsibility  for  foe  institu¬ 
tion  and  he  accepted,  intend¬ 
ing  to  stay  at  most  two  years, 
as  ne  said  often,  "until  some¬ 
one  suitable  could  be  found." 

He  stayed  for  over  thirty 
years,  steering  foe  program  away 
from  a  dormitory-styfe  orphan¬ 
age  and  pioneering  foe  concept 
of  a  children's  village  with  multi¬ 
ple,  home-style  cottages  and 
house  parents.  One  of  his  first 
acts  was  to  change  foe  orphanage 
name  to  The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Children's  Village. 

Under  Nunnery's  guidance, 
foe  orphanage  property  on 
Woodrow  Wilson  Avenue  in 
Jackson  was  sold  to  commercial 
interests  that  built  Jackson  Mall 


there.  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village  then  embarked  upon  the 
undertaking  of  relocating  from 
Jackson  to  a  new  campus  on 
Flag  Chapel  Road  in  Clinton. 

Trie  village's  board  of  direc¬ 
tors  named  the  new  campus  in 
honor  of  Nunnery's  deceased 
daughter,  India  Ruth. 

During  his  administration. 
Nunnery  was  influential  in  foe 
formulation  of  childcare  legisla¬ 
tion  at  foe  federal  level  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  foe  National  Association 
of  Homes  for  Children.  The 
Baptist  Children’s  Village  was 
among  foe  first  in  the  country  to 
gain  accreditation  in  its  field 
through  this  organization.  After 
his  retirement,  he  remained 
active  as  in-house  legal  counsel. 

Nunnery  was.  a  long-time 
member  and  Sunday  School 
teacher  at  Morrison  Heights 
Church  in  Clinton. 

"Paul  Nunnery  was  a  fine 
man,"  said  Jim  Futral  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  a  member 
of  foe  village's  board  of  directors 
during  Nunnery's  tenure.  "His 
professional  training  was  to  be  an 
attorney,  but  foe  Lord  took  that 
training  and  his  life  arai  moved 
him  into  a  ministry  that  would 
bless  families  and  provide  help 
and  hope  for  at-risk  children. 

"In  a  part  of  society  that  is 
often  fraught  with  pitralls  and 
danger  and  intertwined  with 
crippling  bureaucracy,  Paul 


"His  move  from  dormitory-style 
living  to  cottages  in  1964  and  his 
move  to  satellite  campuses  in  foe 
seventies  and  eighties  led  to  less 
restrictive  and  more  homelike 
environment  far  children  in  foe 
care  of  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village.  Most  importantly,  his 
decisions  were  always  based  on 
what  was  best  for  foe  child." 

Preceding  him  in  death  were 
his  wife  Dorothy  in  January, 
2010;  his  parents,  Isaac  D.  Sr.  and 
Pearl  Nash  Nunnery;  brother 
Ike  Jr.  and  sister  Edna  Nunnery 


Nunnery 

Nunnery  never  lost  sight  of  the 
one  child  that  needed  to  be 
cared  for,  who  was  somewhere 
out  there  on  the  fringes. 
Through  his  leadership  at  foe 
Baptist  Children's  Village,  he 
saw  to  it  that  Mississippi's 
largest  family  would  provide 
care  and  comfort  for  that  child. 

"Though  his  life  has  conclud¬ 
ed  here,  his  large  and  benevo¬ 
lent  influence  will  continue  to 
be  felt  and  make  a  difference  for 
our  Lord  in  our  society." 

"Paul  was  a  true  leader  in  foe 
area  of  child  care,"  said  Rmy  Lee, 
foe  current  executive  director  of 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village. 


India  Ruth  Nunnery. 

■  Survivors  include  daugh¬ 
ters,  Bess  J.  Perry  (Tom)  of 
Dublin,  Ga;  Hilda  H.  Boteler 
(Bob)  and  Doris  F.  Macsherry, 
Jackson;  Barbara  N.  Nettles  of 
Madison  and  Johns  Creek,  Ga., 
and  son,  Paul  Nash  Nunnery, 
Jr.  of  Oxford;  grandchildren, 
Catherine  Perry  Engelbracht 
(Tim)  and  children  Abby,  Erin, 
and  Ben  of  McDonnough,  Ga., 
Matt  (Shannon)  Perry  and  chil¬ 
dren  Jessica  and  Matthew  of 
Dublin,  Ga.;  Ginger  Powell 
(Matt)  and  children  Madeline, 
Ella,  and  Claire  of  Boone,  N.C.; 
Kirby  Boteler  erf  Jackson,  Paul 
Nettles  of  Washington,  D.C., 
and  Seth  Nettles  of  Madison. 

Funeral  services  were  held 
January  21  at  Lakewood  Funeral 
Home  m  Jackson,  v/ifo  interment 
following  at  foe  Hollandale 
Cemetery  in  Hollar  idale. 
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Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo,  has  presented  Sam 
Atkins  his  58th  year  perfect 
attendance  pin.  Shown  are 
preschool  director  Patty 
Robey,  Atkins,  and  Sunday 
School  director  Ed  Page. 

Mi.  Pisgah  Church, 
Carrollton,  held  a  deacon 
ordination  Jan.  16.  Shown, 
from  left,  are  Carolyn  and 
Lester  Campbell;  pastor 


IVf  #  ;  n'vrl  1  -r.  UTTTr.  I 


1.  Atkins  presentation 


S.  Big  Level  Church,  Wiggins 


Corder  with  wife. 


Kreole  Avenue  Church, 
lackson  Association, 

began  2011  with  five  bap¬ 
tisms.  Shown,  front,  are 
Veronica  Tucker  and 
Riley  Tillman;  back, 
Jaeaen  Ridgeway, 

Brandon  Tucker,  and 
Rabaka  Tucker. 


Fair  River  Church, 
Brookhaven,  presented 
Jerry  and  Bobbye  Rankin  a 
plaque  commemorating 
40  years  of  missionary  ser¬ 
vice.  Shown  are  pastor 
David  Fortenberry  and 
the  Rankir,  ,. 


2.  Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Carrollton 


Fust  Church,  Boyle,  held  a 
commissioning  service  Jan 
16  for  Robert  and  Sue 
Carney,  who  are  leaving  to 
missionaries  to  West 
Africa.  Shown  are  Tommy 
Williamson,  the  Carneys, 
Sandra  Edwards  and 
Clarence  Edwards. 


Cedar  View  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  is  hosting  a  com¬ 
munity  singing  Feb.  19,  6 
pm.,  featuring  toe  Temple 
Baptist  Quartet. 


3.  Kreole  Avenue  Church,  Jackson  Association 


4.  Fair  River  Church,  Brookhaven 


lb.  Maqueda 


8.  Ml  Manna  Church, 
Cold\vater,  is  presenting 
Heaven's  Gates  and  HelPs 
Flames  Feb.  20, 6  p.m.,  and 
Feb.  21 -22, 7  p.m. 

9.  Poplar  Springs  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  will  host  a  5th 
Suhday  singing  Jan.  30, 
10:30  ajn.,  followed  by  a 
potluck  lunch.  Shallow 
Creek  gospel  bluegrass 
group  will  be  featured. 

2811  Pho«nix  SBC  CsnvvnOm 

GRAND  CANYON  TOURS 

Otkiu.  OuMatf  Molorcoach  Touri 
Sevtn  lour*  to  choot*  from 
From  *79  o»r  Ptraon 

www.christiant7avaiart.net 
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6.  First  Church,  Boyle 


College  News 


1.  Two  William 
Carey  University 
Spanish  profes¬ 
sors  were  recent¬ 
ly  elected  as  pres¬ 
idents  of  profes¬ 
sional  organiza- 


Maqueda,  assis¬ 
tant  professor  of 
Spanish,  was 
elected  president 
of  the  American  la.  Jimenez  lb.  Maqueda 
Association  of 

Teachers  of  Spanish  and  Portuguese  (AATSEX- 
Yohanna  Jimenez,  adjunct  professor  of  Spanish,  was 
named  Mississippi  Foreign  Language  Association 
(MFLA)  president.  j 

2.  William  Carey  University  Coach 
Steve  Knight  achieved  a  landmark 
during  the  2010  basketball  season  as 
toe  coach  with  the  most  wins  at  an 
institution  in  Mississippi  basketball 
history.  Knight,  who  started  as  a 

graduate  assistant  for  WCU's  base- 
all  and  basketball  teams  in  1981, 
began  as  head  men's  basketball 
coach  in  the  summer  of  1982  at  the 
age  of  25.  He  is  in  his  27to  season  as 
basketball  coach,  and  his  teams  have 
compiled  over  450  victories  and  thir-  2.  Knight 
teen  20+  win  seasons.  His  basketball 
teams  have  also  captured  six  GCAC  championships,  six 
Disriict  30  championships,  and  completed  in  seven 
NAIA  national  tournaments. 


2.  Knight 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

A  Lifestyle  of  Meditation 

Psalm  1:1-6;  Psalm  119:11-16;  Mark  1:35-39 


Community,  humility,  ser¬ 
vice  and  sacrifice:  we  have 
just  completed  four  weeks  of 
lifestyle  lessons  on  Who  we 
should  follow  and  how  we 
should  travel  and  where  we 
should  land.  This  week,  we 
board  the  flight  and  take  our 
seat  to  begin  the  journey.  The 
logo  on  the  side  of  our  aircraft 
reads  'MEDITATION.'’  This 
one  flight  plan  pilots  us  surely 
and  securely  to  all  tour 
lifestyle  destinations. 

_  a  i  .i 


materials  and  elements 
created  by  God.  They 
have  mouths  that  can't 
speak,  eyes  that  can't  see, 
and  ears  that  can't  hear.  E 
No  breath  of  life  is  pre¬ 
sent  within  them.  They  are 
dead.  The  Psalmist  assures 
readers  that  those  who  con¬ 
struct  them  will  become  like 
them  for  we  truly  become  like 
that  which  we  worship.  Psalm 
119:11-16  challenges  us  to  trea¬ 
sure  the  Word  of  God  in  our 
hearts,  to  learn  to  delight  in  the 
statutes  of  toe  Lord,  to  tell  of 


in  the  law  of  the  Lord  and  who 
meditates  in  that  law  day  and 
night  Psalm  135  describes  the 
worthless  idols  of  pagan 
nations  and  the  futility  of  those 
who  delight  in  them.  These 
idols  are  constructed  by  the 
hands  of  fallen,  sinful  human 
beings-  They  are  made  from 


precepts,  to  regard  His  ways 
and  to  promise  never  to  forget 
His  Word. 

Why  would  anyone  worship 
idle  idols?  Worship  Goa! 
Treasure  His  Word!  Spend 
time  with  Him!  Those  who  fail 
to  worship  God  and  meditate 
on  Him  and  His  Word  are  self- 


focused  and  power¬ 
less.  They  will  be  sep¬ 
arated  from  commu¬ 
nity.  The)  will  be 
strangers  to  humility. 
They  will  have  no 
due  about  how  to 
serve.  They  will  be 
ignorant  of  sacrifice. 
If  we  do  not  style  our 
Brown  lives  after  Christ,  we 
have  no  life  at  all. 

My  favorite  Bible  teacher, 
Anne  Graham  Lotz,  begins  her 
public  prayers  with  the  phrase, 
...ana  now.  Father...  .  Her 
outstretched  Jiands,  her  hum¬ 
bled  countenance  and  her- ten¬ 
der,  personally  familiar  address 
testify  to  me  that  she  walks  in 
an  attitude  of  constant  contact 
with  her  Lord.  Anne  doesn't 
punctuate  her  life  with  desig¬ 
nated  times  of  prayer  and  med¬ 
itation.  She  assimilates  her 
times  of  prayer  and  meditation 
with  her  life.  I  long  for  and 
have  determined  to  pursue  that 
same  walk  with  my  Lord. 

There  is  a  very  fine  line 
between  worship  and  medita¬ 
tion.  Both  activities  (lifestyles) 
involve  focus.  On  the  first  day 


of  the  week,  we  come  together 
to  corporately  worship  the  Lord 
as  a  church  family.  All  week 
long,  we  can  continue  to  enjoy 
ana  recall  our  time  together  as 
we  meditate  on  the  truths  and 
savor  them  over  again  through 
daily  personal  worship.  Such 
times  of  meditation  prepare  us 
for  our  next  gathering  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  help  us  maintain  an 
attitude  of  worship  day  by  day, 
moment  by  moment. 

When  we  enjoy  our  favorite 
food,  we  anticipate  the  smell. 
We  enjoy  the  taste  and  we  savor 
the  flavor  of  it  as  it  goes  down. 
Psalm  34:8  admonishes  us  to 
taste  and  see  that  toe  Lord  is 
good.  Blessed  are  those  who 
take  refuge  in  Him.  Even  a 
quiet  time  can  become  merely  a 
scheduled  activity  of  futility. 
Meditation  is  a  frame  of  mind 
and  an  attitude  of  heart. 

Jesus  designed  us  for  com¬ 
munity.  Jesus  demonstrated 
humility.  Jesus  modeled  the 
lifestyle  of  service.  Jesus 
became  our  sacrifice  and  left 


ate  contact  with  God  conforms 
us  to  His  purpose  and  con¬ 
nects  us  to  His  plan.  In  Mark 
1:35  we  see  Jesus  rising  long 
before  daylight  to  draw  apart 
and  spend  time  in  prayer  with 
His  Father.  In  this  digital  age, 
our  “stuff-fix-ta-cation"  practi¬ 
cally  eliminates  meditation. 
What  is  blocking  your  view  Of 
God  and  blurring  your  focus? 
That  is  your  idol.  Whatever 
keeps  you  from  spending  time 
with  the  Father  is  your  enemy, 
even  if  it  is  yourself. 

Painting  word  /  song  pictures 
brings  me  great  joy.  I  search  for 
images  people  can  read  with 
their  eyes  or  near  with  their  ears 
and  digest  in  their  hearts.  Two 
consonants  distinguish  the 
word  meditation  horn  toe  word 
medication.  The  *c"  in  medica¬ 
tion  stands  for  the  Christ  who 
died  on  the  center  "t~  for  you 
and  me.  Think  on  these  things. 
As  you  meditate  on  God  and 
His  truths,  He  will  medicate 
what  ails  you  and  through  you 
provide  healing  for  others. 

Broron  is  staff  evangelist  at 
First  Church,  Richland. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Right  Not  to  Remain  Silent 

2  Kings  7:3-9,12-13,15-16* 


t  VanHom 


_  I  am  a  Christian.  God  saved 
'me  by  His  grace  when  I  put  my 
faith  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ 
To  put  it  another  way,  toe  Lord 
has  been  too  good  to  me  for  me 
to  remain  silent  about  His 
grace.  It  is  right  not  to  remain 
silent  In  this  week's  lesson,  we 
will  look  at  the  Lord's  deliver¬ 
ance  of  Samaria  from  sir-ge  and 
famine.  This  story  will  provide 
insights  into  toe  appropriate¬ 
ness  of  sharing  God's  good 
news.  Hopefully  we  will  be 
encouraged  to  assist  others  in 
learning  the  good  news  about 
what  God  has  done. 

Samaria  was  the  capital  city 
of  the  northern  kingdom, 
Israel.  Throughout  her  brief 
200  year  history,  922-722  B.C, 
Israel  was  involved  in  many 


the  upper  1 
ly.  Aram 


hand  militari- 
i  (Syria),  a 


just  north  of  Israel.  Ben- 
nadad,  king  of  Aram,  Va 
hesieged  Samaria  (2 
Kings  6:24-720).  This  week's 
lesson  is  set  against  toe  back¬ 
drop  of  that  siege. 

We  are  told  of  four  lepers, 
men  with  hideous  skin  dis¬ 
eases  that  made  them  outcasts. 
Sitting  at  the  gate,  they  con¬ 
templated  their  future,  "Why 
stay  here  until  we  die?"  (2 
Kings  7:3;  NIV).  Death  awaited 
them  inside  toe  besieged  dty 
due  to  famine;  death  also 
awaited  them  as  they  sat  at  the 
gate.  They  decided  to  take  a 
chance  and  go  to  the  Aramean 
camp  in  hopes  of  finding  food 
and  water.  The  worse  case  sce¬ 
nario  was  that  the  Arameans 


their  surprise,  the  experience  God's  deliverance 
camp  was  empty,  not  need  to  assist  others  in  learning 
a  soldier  any  where  (2  what  God  has  done.  Hopefully, 
Kings  7:5).  Where  had  they  will  get  "in  on"  what  God 
everyone  gone?  The  is  "'up  to. 

Lora  terrified  the  Tne  four  lepers  were  so  con- 
Arameans,  making  vinced  keeping  God's  good 
them  hear  sounds  of  news  to  themselves  was 
an  overwhelming  wrong,  they  feared  punish- 
army.  The  Arameans  ment  would  find  them  if  they 
fled  in  fear,  abandon-  so  much  as  waited  until  the 
ing  their  food,  water,  next  morning  to  share.  So  they 
toes  (2  Kings  7:6-7).  told  the  good  news  to 
rur  lepers  found  them-  Samaria's  gatekeepers,  who 
an  instant  reversal  of  relayed  the  information  to 
.  They  had  all  they  Israel's  king  and  household, 
o  eat  and  drink.  They  The  king  suspected  a  trap  and 


Arameans,  making 
them  hear  sounds  of 
an  overwhelming 
army.  The  Arameans 
VanHom  fled  in  fear,  abandon¬ 
ing  their  food,  water, 
;'s  and  supplies  (2  Kings  7:6-7). 
k-  The  four  lepers  found  them¬ 
selves  in  an  instant  reversal  of 
■s,  fortunes.  They  had  all  they 
v  needed  to  eat  and  drink.  They 


also  found  silver,  gold,  ana  did  not  accept  the  good  news 
clothes,  which  they  hid  for  at  face  value  (2  Kings  7:12).  A 

al _ _ _ 1 _  /A  V*  '  A  n\  a  .1  i  .r  i  .  °  • 


themselves  (2  Kings  7:8).  A 
short  distance  away,  toe  inhab¬ 
itants  of  Samaria  were  starving 
to  death  in  a  city  besieged  by 
an  enemy  that  since  had  fled 
the  battlefield.  The  truth  of  the 
moment  struck  the  lepers. 
They  told  one  another,  "We're 
not  doing  right.  This  is  a  day  of 


thoughtful  servant  suggested 
the  king  send  messengers  to 
assess  toe  situation.  Tne  mes¬ 
sengers  saw  evidence  of  toe 
Aramean  retreat  in  the  form  of 
clothing  and  equipment  jetti¬ 
soned  m  their  hasty  retreat 
toward  the  Jordan  River.  The 
messengers  reported  their 


border  skirmishes  with  the  would  kill  thenu  at  least  death 
neighboring  nations.  Victory  in  would  come  swiftly. 


these  skirmishes  for  control 
went  to  whatever  nation  had 

Mott******: .  __ 


The  four  lepers  ap 
Aram's  camp  at  nig 


ltfall.  To 


not  aoing  right.  I  nis  is  a  day  of  messengers  reported  their 
good  news  and  we  are  keeping  findings  to  the  king  (2  Kings 
it  to  ourselves"  (2  7:15).  As  a  result,  toe  inhabi- 

Kings  7:9:  NTV).  God  never  tants  of  Samaria  were  able  to 
intends  His  good  news  to  be  get  flour  and  barley  in  ahun- 
for  toe  exclusive  benefit  of  a  dance  at  little  or  no  cost  (2 
handful  of  people.  Those  who  Kings  7:16). 


By  terrifying  toe  Arameans 
and  forcing  them  to  abandon 
their  food  and  supplies,  the 
Lord  had  miraculously  provid¬ 
ed  for  the  inhabitants  of 
Samaria  to  live.  Four  lepers 
became  the  evangelists  of 
God's  good  news  and  many 
people  lived  because  of  their 
testimony.  Earlier,  on  the  day 
$ie  lepers  discovered  the 
empty  camp,  the  prophet 
Elisha  had  predicted  to  the  king 
that  food  would  sell  cheap  in 
famine-stricken  Samaria,  about 
that  time  tomorrow  (2  Kings 
7:1).  As  the  Samarians  filled 
their  empty  stomachs,  God  had 
acted  in  a  miraculous  way  to 
uphold  His  word  through  His 
faithful  prophet. 

What  about  us?  Are  we 
faithful  to  trust  the  Lord  with¬ 
out'  regard  to  our  circum¬ 
stances  Me  Elisha  did?  Will  we 
share  God's  good  news  like  the 
four  lepers  aid,  knowing  that 
doing  so  will  result  in  many 
people  finding  God?  Surely  it 
is  right  not  to  be  silent. 

-  _ Van_Hprn  is  Dean  of  Christian 
Studies  and  the  '  Arts  at 
Mississippi  College.  N 
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SBC  president:  CP  'radical  reprioritization'  needed 


■  WRIGHT:  I  really  believe  if 

they  saw  CP  dollars  focusing 
on  largely  unreached  areas 
where  there  are  few  SBC  or 
evangelical  churches,  they 
would  be  more  excited  about 
giving  to  the  CP. 

SBC  LIFE:  We  hear  some 
churches  saying  that  we  need 
to  get  everything  overseas.  The 
problem  is  you  don't  see  that  in 
their  own  budgets.  They  say 
we  need  to  ^end  more 
Cooperative  Program  money 
overseas,  but  drey  are  keeping 
95%  of  their  budget  in  their 
Own  communities. 

WRIGHT:  I  don't  agree 
with  that  approach  —  and  drat 
is  what  I  was  trying  to  sha.e 
today  in  the  challenge,  for  local 
churches  to  give  sacrificially. 

SBC  LIFE:  There  seems  to 
be  a  growing  movement  to 
encourage  state  conventions 
to  go  to  at  least  a  50-50  model, 
50%  in  the  state  and  50%  out¬ 
side  the  state.  If  the  churches 
are  keeping  the  bulk  of  their 
money  for  local  mission  and 
,  ministry,  wouldn't  it  be  con¬ 
ight  sistent  for  the  states  to  follow 

that  same  strategy? 

SBC  LIFE:  We've  mentioned  such 

things  as  disaster  relief,  evangelism  WRIGHT:  I  don't  think  so.  I  just 
training,  and  language  missions.  So  far;  think  the  church  is  a  missional  agency 
I  think  we're  in  agreement  that  these  are  for  that  local  mission  field  where  God 
probably  primarily  Kingdom -oriented  has  planted  them.  The  amount  of 
missional  enterprises.  We  can  add  mqpey  that  is  given  to  denominational 
Christian  higher  education,  collegiate  missions  is  a  different  matter.  I  just 
ministries,  children's  homes  ministries,  don't  think  that  55-65%  of  denomina- 
ethru '  church  plantings,  and  a  litany  of  tional  missions  should  stay  within  the 
others  things.  Our  colleges  and  univer-  state.  I  think  the  majority  should  go  to 
si  ties  take  a  pretty  good  chunk  of  CP  international  missions, 
money  at  the  state  level.  In  terms  of 

your  distinction  between  mission-ori-  SBC  LIFE:  We  are  commanded  to 
ented  and  ministry-oriented  ministries,  reach  Jerusalem  and  Judea  and  Samaria 
would  you  consider  Christian  higher  and  the  uttermost  Where  do  die  Judea 
education  as  worthy  of  support?  and  Samaria  components  come  in? 

WRIGHT:  I  think  it  is.  I'm  on  the  WRIGHT!  The  witness  you  have  for 
Tmett-McConnell  board,  and  the  way  Christ  in  the  southern  United  States, 
those  kids  are  coming  to  Christ  ana  with  so  many  Southern  Baptist  churches 
really  being  disdpled  at  Truett-  and  so  many  evangelical  churches,  ver- 
McConnell,  mat's  very  exciting  to  me.  sus  the  witness  for  Christ  in  Portland, 
But  I  think  that  Baptist  institutions  of  Oregon,  or  New  York  City,  San 
higher  learning  can  no  longer  be  Frandsco,  Bombay  —  there's  just  no 

.  And  that's  what  our  bur- 
mson  Ferry.  I  realize  every- 
different,  every  local  church 


95%  of  Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
funds  received  by  die  Executive 
Committee  go  to  fund  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB),  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB),  and  the  six  semi¬ 
naries.  You  are  on  record  saying 
that  your  church  divides  its  sup¬ 
port  tor  SBC  ministries  at  five  per- 


would  you  say  to 


Commission  through  the  states  that  They're  going  to  have  to  increase  their  den  is  at 
we  are  representing  with  less  funds?"  fundraising.  I  just  really  believe  that  body  can 
And  jhey  will  have  the  expertise  Southei.n  Baptist  churches,  and  espe-  has  to  de 
about  where  to  make  those  decisions,  dally  these  younger  pastors  with  the  to  Judea, 1 

new  church  plants,  would  be  much  States,  esj 
SBC  LIFE:  The  situation  with  our  more  willing  to  give  generously  if  they  States,  I  f 
state  conventions  is  a  little  different  saw  that  more  and  " 

than  that.  They  receive  the  first  portion  are  really  going  1 
of  CP  funds.  Their  messengers  instruct  groups  ana  if  th« 
diem  what  percentage  to  send  to  the  conventions  were 


saw  that  the  state  witness.  I  don't  look  at  the  local  djurch 

.  „  _ — _ -  .  ■eping  less  percent-  die  same  as  denominational  missions.  1 

national  Convention.  Plus,  many  of  die  age  of  die  dollars.  1  really  believe  that,  think  they're  two  different  entities  there. 

states  routinely  conduct  reviews  of  and  then  you  would  see  more  giving  to  -  .-..I - - 

their  ministries.  Since  the  states  deter-  the  Cooperative  Program  for  die  states  SBC  LIFE:  Thank  you,  Bryant,  for 
mine  what  percentage  is  forwarded,  if  there  was  more  passion  about  it.  your  time  tonight.  We  pray  the  Lord 
how  would  you  encourage  them,  other  will  richly  bless  you  ana  your  ministry 

than  just  saying  that  they  need  to  do  a  SBC  LIFE:  What  you're  saying  here  in  the  months  ahead, 
very  careful  study?  is  if  younger  pastors  see  value  added 

to  Cooperative  Program  contributions  WRIGHT:  Thank  you.  I  want  to 
WRIGHT:  1  would  hope  their  priori-  — and  not  just  younger  pastors,  but  keep  putting  that  word  out  there 
ty  would  be  on  what  is  more  intention-  pastors  in  general  —  they  would  be  encouraging  our  churches  to  recap- 
ally  Great  Commission  oriented,  in  the  more  inclined  to  give  through  the  CP.  hire  their  f&st  love  for  the  Lord  and 
sense  of  truly  mission-oriented,  versus  If  so,  how  do  we  communicate  value-  the  lost  and  to  give  sacrificially  and 
ministry-oriented.  I  realize  sometimes  added  that  would  cause  them  to  then  go  to  reach  the  peoples  of  our  world, 
that's  very  difficult  to  differentiate.  believe  that  their  contributions  are  If  the  local  church  becomes  passionate 

meeting  Kingdom  purposes?  about  that,  that's  what  really  matters. 
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